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Message from the Omnis Chairman
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I thank you for your ongoing support of Omnis.

Douglas Naismith, Omnis Chairman
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Market review - Omnis Chief Investment Officer

The period under review saw an ever-changing macroeconomic and market environment driven by 
increased inflation levels, initially due to a backlog of supply chain disruptions, and from Q1 2022, 
due to the war in Ukraine driving energy and food prices higher. Interest rates rose globally to 
combat inflation. 

Although most global equity markets ended 2021 with solid gains, they largely reversed in 2022 due 
to concerns that the central banks would increase interest rates more aggressively to control 
inflation in 2022 and investors began to worry that such an aggressive interest rate hike cycle could 
choke global growth. 

In February 2022, Russia invaded Ukraine; taking us back to a world we thought we had left behind 
decades ago. From a social and political perspective, the impact will be huge. From an investment 
perspective, sentiment was rocked causing an increase in volatility that has persisted for much of 
the review period. The resulting rise in energy prices, proved to be yet another headwind for 
economic growth around the world.
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Robert Jeffree, Chief Investment 
Officer

Stock markets were volatile in March, as oil and gas prices continued to soar and April brought further economic effects from the war in 
Ukraine, as rising inflation prompted the IMF to cut its forecast for global economic growth for the rest of 2022 and 2023. Investor concerns 
once again revolved around central banks and their measures to tame rising inflation by increasing interest rates.

Markets continued to be unsettled amid fears of an economic downturn and potential recessions. In May, the US Federal Reserve (‘Fed’) 
raised its benchmark interest rate by 0.5% points (for the first time since 2000) and revealed plans to shrink its $9 trillion balance sheet in an 
effort to tackle high inflation.  In June, the Fed announced the largest hike in interest rates since 1994, raising the rate by 0.75% to 1.5%. Stock 
markets fell , as concerns mounted over the prospect of further rises in rates in a more aggressive move to tackle surging inflation. 
In July and August markets rallied as investors looked to balance their assessment of the risk of a global slowdown with the prospect that 
central banks might scale back their plans for interest rate rises. Inflation, however, continued to increase. The inflation rate in the Euro area 
rose to 8.6% in June, prompting the European Central Bank to raise interest rates for the first time since 2011, taking it from a negative rate of 
-0.5% to zero.

Whilst the market rally broadly continued into August, with investors contemplating the next moves from major central banks in their 
efforts to tame inflation, but at the same time spare their economies severe knock-on effects,  markets dipped towards the end of the 
month in the wake of central bankers warning investors to prepare for a more sustained period of rate rises. 

September started with a jolt for gas prices in Europe, which rose by over a third in the wholesale markets after Russia abruptly announced 
it would be suspending supplies through the Nord Stream 1 pipeline. The World Bank issued a warning during the month that a global 
recession may be getting closer as central banks continue to fight rising inflation by raising interest rates. In the UK, Liz Truss became the 
new Prime Minister and her Chancellor of the Exchequer announced an emergency fiscal statement that focused on boosting the UK’s 
economy. In response, the pound plunged to its weakest level against the dollar for decades due to the uncertainty surrounding the UK’s 
economic outlook. In an unusual step, The Bank of England stepped in to announce that it would start buying long-dated government bonds 
to calm markets and protect pension funds.

What has perhaps characterised this year was the lack of diversification that bonds have provided in this equity market sell-off. During the 
period, global equities (as defined by MSCI All Countries World Index) fell 17.7% and UK gilts (as defined by ICE BofA UK Gilt Index) had fallen 
26.0% (Source: FE Fund Info). In the past 69 years, there have only been nine calendar years where stocks and bonds had fallen 
simultaneously. Higher and more persistent inflation, because of the war in Ukraine, has led to central banks having to raise interest rates. 
Expectations for higher interest rates has led to bond yields rising (and bond prices to fall). This unusual environment in which central banks 
are raising interest rates into an already slowing economic environment has made equity market investors concerned about the additional 
economic damage that these higher rates may cause. 

Robert Jeffree 
Chief Investment Officer
Omnis Investments LImited 

Dear Investor,
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Results of the Assessment Overview



Value Assessment – Key Factors and Actions
There were a number of key factors and actions in this assessment. These were:
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The Annual Management Charge, which forms part of the OCF, reduced from 0.65% to 0.50% in November 2022 to

reflect the change to the target benchmark. The OCF will reduce accordingly.

 The successful transfer of investment management responsibilities to Western Asset Management Company Limited was
completed on 3rd November 2021.
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The Portfolio Funds
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The Managed Funds
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About Omnis  
Investments Limited

This value assessment aims to 
provide information for the 
underlying investors in our funds 
rather than our registered 
shareholders who represent them. 
Our review is required to focus on 
the individual funds offered by 
Omnis and does not seek to 
consider or assesses the collective 
value of these when held in risk-
rated portfolios. However, by 
aiming to provide value at a fund 
level, the value at a portfolio level 
should be broadly assured.

The Target Market
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About the Value Assessment 

Quality of Service
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Omnis is required to conduct an annual value assessment for each 
fund it manages and to publish a statement outlining its findings.  
The FCA set out a minimum of seven criteria for the assessment. 

These are:

ptl90962
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Our Approach to the 
Value Assessment

Omnis reviewed the criteria set out above. The approach that we 
took is described below.

Quality of Service 
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Investment Performance 
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Investment Performance

Compliance with the Investment Objectives

Fund Performance
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Responsible Investing and 
Investment Stewardship

We believe that investment should be directed towards 
companies that operate under sound environmental and social 
policies and that have strong governance structures. Over and 
above the positive benefits to the environment and society, such 
companies are likely to be better managed, more capable of 
effective capital allocation and less likely to face regulatory 
pressures: factors that should ultimately be reflected in a 
company’s share price and investors’ returns. We are advocates 
of ESG investing because we believe that it should generate 
better outcomes for our investors over the longer term. 

Our investment manager research process takes into account 
many factors including how the Omnis fund will be run (the 
philosophy), the quality of the team managing the fund, 
their investment process and, of course, how the investment 
manager and the company managing the fund address ESG 
concerns. We expect managers will integrate analysis of ESG risks 
and rewards into their investment processes and meet certain 
minimum ESG criteria.

One of the fundamental parts of our research process is to 
ensure that we only delegate management of our funds to third-
party Investment Managers that share our values. To this end we 
insist that all our Managers are, and remain, signatories to the UN 
PRI and fully abide by the UK Stewardship Code, which we 
believe represent appropriate standards of ESG integration. 

The United Nations-backed Principles for Responsible Investment 
(UN PRI) is a set of six principles developed by investors, for 
investors. They are voluntary, but companies choosing to sign up 
to this set of principles acknowledge that acting in the best long-
term interests of their investors will involve incorporating ESG 
issues into their investment process because these issues can, and 
do, affect the performance of investment portfolios. In signing 
up to these principles, investment firms commit, wherever they 
can, to incorporating ESG into their investment analysis and 
decision-making processes and to being pro-active owners, 
engaging with the companies in which they invest on various 

Value Assessment Statement

topics in order to push for change. The UK Stewardship Code 
focuses more on reporting and requires that investors 
demonstrate stewardship of investments that they manage by 
producing an annual report on their activities.  Omnis is currently 
working to ensure all its Investment Managers successfully become 
signatories to the UK Stewardship Code over time.  

The requirement to commit to both the UN PRI and the UK 
Stewardship Code forms part of our contractual agreement with 
our Investment Managers. In addition, Omnis asks all its third-party 
Investment Managers to adopt policies to actively exercise asset 
voting powers over the companies in which they invest to drive 
positive change.

Our research process focuses on finding the best and most 
appropriate investment managers to run the Omnis funds, 
including sound ESG credentials. To this end, Omnis commits to:

• Review ESG and Stewardship as part of the selection process
for any new Investment Manager.

• Verify signature of the UNPRI and UK Stewardship Code
before appointment of any new Investment Manager.

• Ensure that ESG and Stewardship policies are frequently
discussed and considered in interactions with Investment
Managers; and at a Senior Management level across the firms
at least annually.

• Seek formal confirmation (at least annually) of an Investment
Manager’s compliance with its ESG and Stewardship policies.

• Use third-party specialist advisers, or other portfolio analysis
technology, to periodically assess the ESG profile and
characteristics of fund portfolios.

• Review changes to the ESG and Stewardship policies of its
Investment Managers (as these arise).

• Review (periodically) retrospective voting information
provided by the Investment Managers.

At Omnis we take responsible investment and stewardship seriously 
and aim to select investment managers that are the right fit for the 
funds we offer to investors. 

With the upcoming Sustainable Disclosure Requirements 
regulations in mind, we will continue to develop our approach 
to sustainability. Omnis’ intention is for all our funds to aim to 
meet one of the sustainable labels defined by the Financial 
Conduct Authority, giving you greater clarity on our approach. 
This is something we will continue to work on through 2023.
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Omnis Sub-Fund Quality of 
Service

Investment 
Performance

Costs and 
Charges

Economies  
of Scale

Comparable 
Market Rates

Overall

Omnis Global Bond Fund

Omnis Income & Growth Fund

Omnis Strategic Bond Fund

Omnis UK All Companies Fund

Omnis UK Smaller Companies Fund

Omnis Asia Pacific (ex-Japan) 
Equity Fund

Omnis Japanese Equity Fund

Omnis UK Gilt Fund

Omnis Sterling Corporate Bond Fund

Omnis Global Emerging Markets 
Equity Leaders Fund

Omnis Global Emerging Markets 
Equity Opportunities Fund

Omnis European Equity Leaders Fund

Omnis European Equity 
Opportunities Fund

Omnis US Equity Leaders Fund

Omnis US Smaller Companies Fund

Omnis Absolute Return Bond Fund

Omnis Short-Dated Bond Fund

Omnis Diversified Returns Fund
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Omnis Income & Growth Fund
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Omnis Strategic Bond Fund

,
,

,

,

Value Assessment Statement



Omnis UK All Companies Fund
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Omnis Asia Pacific (ex-Japan) Equity Fund
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Omnis Japanese Equity Fund
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Omnis UK Gilt Fund
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Omnis Sterling Corporate Bond Fund
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Omnis Global Emerging Markets Equity Leaders Fund
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Omnis Global Emerging Markets Equity Opportunities Fund
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Omnis European Equity Leaders Fund
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3 Years

Target Return



Omnis European Equity Opportunities Fund
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Omnis US Equity Leaders Fund
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Omnis US Smaller Companies Fund
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Omnis Absolute Return Bond Fund

,
, ,

, ,

,

,
,

,

,

Value Assessment Statement

, ,



4

Omnis Short-Dated Bond Fund
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Omnis Diversified Returns Fund
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The Omnis Managed Investments ICVC
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Omnis Sub-Fund Quality of 
Service

Investment 
Performance

Costs and 
Charges

Economies  
of Scale

Comparable 
Market Rates

Overall

Omnis Multi-Manager Adventurous Fund 

Omnis Multi-Manager Balanced Fund

Omnis Multi-Manager Cautious Fund

Omnis Multi-Manager Distribution Fund

Omnis Managed Adventurous Fund

Omnis Managed Balanced Fund

Omnis Managed Cautious Fund

Omnis Multi-Asset Income Fund
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Omnis Multi-Manager Adventurous Fund
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Omnis Multi-Manager Balanced Fund
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Omnis Multi-Manager Cautious Fund
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Omnis Multi-Manager Distribution Fund
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,

At the direction of 
Omnis, PineBridge has increased the fund’s allocation to passive 
funds. A benefit of this change is expected to be, over time, a 
reduction in the OCF of the Multi-Manager Distribution Fund.

38
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Omnis Managed Adventurous Fund
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Omnis Managed Balanced Fund
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Omnis Managed Cautious Fund
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mn s ult Asset n me un

Launch Date
2nd March 2015.

 Service Quality
The Omnis Multi-Asset Income Fund has passed all service 
quality measurements and therefore it is Omnis’ view that 
the fund provides a good level of service to investors.

 Performance
The Fund aims to achieve an income yield which, after all 
fees and expenses, is equal to or greater than 130% of that 
generated by a composite of the MSCI AC World Index 
(GBP) (60%) and the ICE BoAML Global Broad Market 
Hedged Index (GBP) (40%) while offering the potential for 
some capital growth over a five-year rolling period.

1 Year 3 Years 5 Years Performance (%)
Accumulation Shares 

Fund -3.84 12.10 19.21
Target Return -7.84 9.40 27.84

Performance (%) 1 Year 3 Years 5 Years 
Income Shares 

Fund -3.84 12.10
Target Return -7.84 9.40

Year to Income (p) Year to Income (p)

30/9/2021 4.4529 30/9/2018 4.4722
30/9/2020 4.5988 30/9/2017 4.4592

30/9/2019 4.5505

 Costs and Charges 
Omnis believes that the costs and charges applied to the
fund are appropriate and reasonable.

 Economies of Scale
Although no benefits from economies of scale have been
highlighted though this assessment, Omnis will continue to 
seek to identify these in the future.

 Comparable Market Rates
Compared to its peers, the OCF for the Omnis Multi-Asset 
Income Fund is within Omnis’ tolerance level.

OCF (%)

Omnis Multi-Asset Income Fund 0.79

The fund adopted an income target linked to the composite 
benchmark on 20th July 2021.  This target has been fully met.  
Although not an objective of the fund, the total return over 
the review period and over three years has been reasonable.  
The long-term total return of the fund reflects the historic 
focus on the delivery of income (in part, at the expense of 
capital growth) which merited the clarification of the fund’s 
objectives.  As noted on page 6, Omnis has worked closely 

with the manager over the period to achieve the following;

 The re-setting of the fund’s yield downwards to a more
readily sustainable level; closer to, but above, that targeted
in the fund’s objective.

 An improvement in the liquidity profile of the portfolio
through a significant reduction in the weight to alternatives.

These actions led to a material decrease in the OCF of the 
fund. 

19.20
27.84

50Value Assessment Statement

The income paid on Income Shares over the return period was
as follows.

30/9/2022 4.6370

 The reduction of the complexity inherent in the
portfolio, again through a reduction in alternatives.

 The reduction in weightings in esoteric holdings in
favour of more widely covered equities and bonds.
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